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de' Medici A long parley followed, Catherine feeling certain
that this meant that she was going to be put somewhere
where her death could be effected, and protesting with all hei
might against being given up to them. At last it was urged
by the nuns that she should, at any rate, be left alone until
the morning; and this was at length conceded. As soon as
the senators were gone, Catherine cut off all her hair, put
on the dress of a nun of the Murate, and, going to the Mother
Superior of the convent, said. ''Will they dare now to remove
me when they come in the morning, and to appear before the
eyes of the people in the streets employed in the crime of
forcibly carrying off a nun from her con vent ?" In the morn-
ing, therefore, when the senators again arrived, with a horse
for her to ride, Catherine appeared thus dressed before them,
dared them to take her away, and refused to take off the
dress she had assumed. For hours they argued, and every
persuasion was tried without avail, "Catherine was adamant
the horse brought for her remained standing at the door in
the street; the struggle of wills continued within " At last
they got her as far as the door of the convent, but there the
senators said they could not take her thus diessed, and she
declared that if she went at all she would go thus, and that
nothing should induce her to change her dress. "She refused,17
says Niccolini, "with wonderful firmness and resolution, de-
claring that all the world should see that she was a nun being
taken forcibly from her convent." In the end she prevailed,
and they had to take her with them dressed as she was. They
escorted her (presumably by the least frequented streets),
to the convent of Sta. Lucia in the Via San Gallo, and this, th<?y
informed her, was to be her new abode. The fact must have
been a great relief to Catherine's mind

This first recorded action of Catherine's life showed that
she was no ordinary child; of a girl who could exhibit such
force of character at the age of eleven, it might safely be
predicted that if she ever came to a position of independent
power she would manifest an ability and strength of character